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Abstrect

Teaching reading skills to learners is a fundamental task for grade 4 teachers, laying the foundation for their academic success and
future learning. However, numerous challenges arise during this critical stage, impacting the effectiveness of reading instruction. This
study aims to unravel the multifaceted challenges faced by grade 4 teachers when teaching reading and shed light on potential
strategies to enhance reading instruction. The research methodology employed qualitative research techniques, including interviews,
observations, and document analysis, to gather data from grade 4 teachers in diverse educational settings. Through thematic analysis,
common challenges emerged, which can be classified into three key areas: learner-related factors, curriculum-related factors, and
pedagogical factors. Firstly, learner-related factors encompassed issues such as varying reading abilities, limited vocabulary, and lack
of reading motivation among learners. These factors posed significant challenges for teachers, requiring differentiated instruction and
tailored approaches to address individual needs effectively. Secondly, curriculum-related factors highlighted concerns about the
adequacy and suitability of reading materials, as well as time constraints within the curriculum. Teachers reported difficulties in
finding appropriate texts that engaged learners and catered to their diverse interests and reading levels. Additionally, the pressure to
cover a broad range of topics within limited time frames limited the depth and thoroughness of reading instruction. Lastly,
pedagogical factors encompassed challenges related to instructional strategies, assessment methods, and teacher training. Teachers
faced dilemmas in selecting appropriate instructional methods to develop reading skills, including phonics, fluency, comprehension,
and critical thinking. Assessing learner progress effectively and providing timely feedback also posed challenges. Furthermore,
teachers expressed the need for ongoing professional development opportunities to stay updated on the latest research and best
practices in teaching reading. Based on the findings, this study eemphasises the importance of targeted support and resources for grade
4 teachers to address the identified challenges effectively. It calls for the development of comprehensive reading programmes that
integrate high-quality, diverse reading materials, flexible instructional strategies, and ongoing professional development initiatives.
Collaborative efforts between teachers, administrators, and curriculum designers are essential to provide sustainable solutions and
improve reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms.
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Introduction

Reading is a fundamental skill that serves as the gateway to Additionally, it outlines the objectives, scope, and

knowledge and academic success. In the educational journey
of a learner, grade 4 marks a crucial stage where reading skills
begin to mature, and the ability to comprehend complex texts
becomes essential. Grade 4 teachers play a pivotal role in
laying the groundwork for their learners' future literacy
development and intellectual growth. However, the process of
teaching reading at this stage is far from simple, as it comes
with an array of challenges that can significantly impact the
effectiveness of instruction.

The intricacies and riddles surrounding the process of teaching
reading in grade 4 classrooms call for a comprehensive
investigation to identify and understand the hurdles faced by
teachers. The present study aims to delve into these
challenges, offering insights into the various factors that
influence reading instruction in this particular grade.

This introduction provides a context for the research,
highlighting the significance of reading proficiency and the
role of grade 4 teachers in fostering this critical skill.
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methodology of the study.
BACKGROUND

Reading is more than just decoding words on a page; it
involves comprehension, critical thinking, and the ability to
engage with diverse texts. Proficient reading skills lay the
foundation for success in all academic subjects, enabling
learners to become lifelong learners and informed members of
society. Grade 4 marks a pivotal moment in a child's
education, as they transition from learning to read to reading
to learn. It is during this stage that learners encounter more
complex texts and are expected to develop higher-order
thinking skills related to reading.

Grade 4 teachers are entrusted with the responsibility of
guiding learners through this critical phase of literacy
development. However, teaching reading at this level comes
with a myriad of challenges, both for teachers and learners.
Addressing these challenges effectively is crucial for nurturing
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learners' reading abilities and fostering a love for reading that
will extend beyond the classroom.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical framework for this study on "Unveiling the
Reading Riddles: Unravelling the Challenges Faced by Grade
4 Teachers in Teaching Reading" will be constructed using
multiple educational and psychological theories that provide
insights into the complexities of teaching reading at the Grade
4 level. The following theoretical perspectives will be
integrated into framework:

Cogpnitive theory of reading, which focuses on how individuals
process and comprehend written language. It examines the
cognitive processes involved in decoding, word recognition,
comprehension, and fluency. How Grade 4 teachers'
understanding of cognitive reading processes affects their
instructional strategies and the challenges they encounter in
fostering these processes among students can be explored
through this theory.

Constructivism, which is a theory which suggests that learning
is an active process where learners construct their own
understanding based on prior knowledge and experiences.
How Grade 4 teachers' beliefs about constructivist learning
influence their approach to teaching reading can be
investigated, including their use of scaffolding, questioning
techniques, and facilitating meaningful interactions with texts.

The socio-cultural theory emphasises the role of social and
cultural contexts in shaping learning. Grade 4 teachers'
awareness of students' cultural backgrounds and linguistic
diversity will be explored on how it affects their instructional
practices. Consideration will be given to how these factors
impact reading comprehension, engagement, and motivation
in the classroom.

Teacher Beliefs and Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)
provide insight into Grade 4 teachers' beliefs about reading
instruction and their knowledge of effective reading
pedagogies influence their instructional decisions. This
perspective can shed light on how teachers adapt strategies to
address challenges, such as varying levels of student reading
abilities.

The self-efficacy theory focuses on individuals' beliefs in their
own capabilities to achieve desired outcomes. How Grade 4
teachers' self-efficacy beliefs in teaching reading impact their
willingness to experiment with different instructional methods,
handle setbacks, and persist in the face of challenges can be
analysed.

Zones of proximal development (ZPD) is a concept developed
by Vygotsky, which refers to the difference between what a
learner can do independently and what they can achieve with
guidance from a more knowledgeable person. Grade 4
teachers’ perceptions on their students' ZPD in reading can be
investigated, as well as their design on instructional activities
to facilitate development within this zone.

Literacy assessment and data-driven instruction investigate
how Grade 4 teachers' use of formative and summative
assessment data informs their instructional decisions, and
explore how these data-driven practices influence their ability
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to identify and address individual and group-level reading
challenges.

Inclusive education and differentiated instruction examine
how Grade 4 teachers integrate inclusive practices and
differentiated instruction to cater to students with diverse
learning needs and abilities. The challenges they face in
ensuring equitable access to reading instruction also gets
explored.

Policy and curriculum implementation consider how education
policies and curriculum standards impact Grade 4 reading
instruction. Investigate whether Alignment of policy
expectations with the challenges teachers face can be
investigated, together with discrepancies between policy goals
and classroom realities.

By weaving these theoretical perspectives together, a
comprehensive framework that delves into the challenges
faced by Grade 4 teachers in teaching reading can be created,
while also shedding light on the instructional strategies,
beliefs, and external factors that shape their practices.

METHODOLOGY:

To achieve the research objectives, qualitative research
methods were employed. Data was gathered through
interviews with grade 4 teachers, classroom observations, and
analysis of relevant documents such as reading materials and
curriculum guidelines. Thematic analysis was used to identify
common patterns and themes related to the challenges faced
by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading.

By shedding light on the reading riddles faced by grade 4
teachers, this study endeavours to contribute valuable insights
to the field of education, inform policy decisions, and
ultimately enhance reading instruction for grade 4 learners.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction

Teaching reading is a complex and multifaceted process that
requires educators to navigate through various challenges to
ensure optimal learner learning outcomes. Grade 4 occupies a
critical juncture in a learner’s educational journey, where they
transition from learning to read to reading to learn. This
literature review aims to provide an overview of the existing
research related to the challenges faced by grade 4 teachers in
teaching reading. By examining the relevant literature, this
review aims to identify common themes and factors that
contribute to these challenges and explore potential strategies
to enhance reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms.

Varying Reading Abilities and Individual Differences

One of the primary challenges faced by grade 4 teachers is the
wide range of reading abilities among learners. Research has
consistently shown that learners in the same grade level can
have significantly different reading levels, making it
challenging to deliver standardised reading instruction. This
variance requires teachers to adopt differentiated instructional
strategies to cater to the individual needs of their learners
effectively. Teachers must identify struggling readers early on
and provide targeted interventions to ensure they do not fall
further behind their peers.

Limited Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills
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Grade 4 learners often struggle with vocabulary and
comprehension, hindering their ability to comprehend
complex texts independently. Research has highlighted the
importance of explicit vocabulary instruction and teaching
comprehension strategies to enhance learners' understanding
of texts. Teachers must employ a range of strategies such as
graphic organisers, summarisation techniques, and question-
answering frameworks to promote deeper comprehension and
critical thinking.

Access to High-Quality Reading Materials

The availability of diverse and engaging reading materials
poses a significant challenge for grade 4 teachers. Research
indicates that providing learners with a wide range of texts,
including culturally relevant and authentic literature, enhances
their motivation and interest in reading. However, limited
access to quality reading materials can impede learners'
reading development and engagement. Schools and
educational institutions must invest in building well-stocked
libraries and digital resources to support teachers in selecting
appropriate texts for their classrooms.

Time Constraints and Curriculum Pressures

Grade 4 teachers face the challenge of covering a
comprehensive curriculum within limited time frames. As a
result, reading instruction might be rushed, and teachers may
not have sufficient time to explore topics in-depth or provide
ample opportunities for reading practice. To address this
challenge, educators must strike a balance between covering
essential content and dedicating time to develop critical
reading skills and a love for reading among learners.

Pedagogical Preparation and Professional Development

Teacher training and professional development play a vital
role in equipping grade 4 teachers with the necessary
knowledge and skills to effectively teach reading. Research
indicates that many teachers feel inadequately prepared to
address the complexities of reading instruction, particularly
concerning the use of evidence-based practices and the
integration of technology. Ongoing professional development
opportunities that focus on research-backed instructional
methods and assessment strategies are essential to empower
teachers in their reading instruction journey.

Collaborative Efforts

Collaborative efforts among grade 4 teachers, administrators,
and curriculum designers are vital in addressing the challenges
of reading instruction. Research by Johnson et al. (2014)
eemphasises the importance of professional learning
communities in sharing best practices and supporting teachers
in their reading instruction journey.

Conclusion

The literature review reveals that grade 4 teachers encounter
diverse challenges in teaching reading, including varying
reading abilities among learners, limited vocabulary and
comprehension skills, lack of access to high-quality reading
materials, time constraints, and pedagogical dilemmas.
Addressing  these challenges  requires  differentiated
instruction,  explicit vocabulary and comprehension
instruction, access to diverse reading materials, ongoing
professional development, and collaborative efforts among
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stakeholders. Understanding these challenges is crucial for
enhancing reading instruction and fostering a love for reading
among grade 4 learners, ensuring their academic success and
lifelong learning. By incorporating evidence-based practices,
providing targeted support, and investing in teacher training,
the education community can empower grade 4 teachers to
overcome these riddles and create meaningful and impactful
reading instruction that fosters a lifelong love for reading
among their learners.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:
This study will be based on the following research objectives:

Identifying the challenges grade 4 teachers encounter in
teaching reading to their learners.

Exploring the factors that contribute to these challenges.

Examining the impact of these challenges on reading
instruction and learner learning outcomes.

Proposing potential strategies and recommendations to
enhance reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

This study will be directed by the following research
questions:

What are the challenges encountered by grade 4 teachers in
teaching reading to their learners?

What are the factors that contribute to these challenges?

What is the impact of these challenges on reading instruction
and learner learning outcomes?

Which potential strategies and recommendations may be used
to enhance reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms?

AIM OF THE STUDY

The aim of the study is to comprehensively explore and
understand the diverse challenges encountered by grade 4
teachers when teaching reading to their learners.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Teaching reading is a fundamental and complex task for grade
4 teachers, crucially shaping learners' literacy development
and academic success. However, the process of teaching
reading at this stage is fraught with challenges that impact the
effectiveness of reading instruction. The lack of a
comprehensive understanding of these challenges hinders the
potential for targeted support and tailored interventions to
enhance reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms.

The problem lies in the limited exploration of the specific
challenges faced by grade 4 teachers when teaching reading.
The diverse and multifaceted nature of these challenges, which
may include varying reading abilities among learners, limited
vocabulary and comprehension skills, access to high-quality
reading materials, time constraints, and pedagogical dilemmas,
demands a comprehensive investigation.

Moreover, the underlying factors contributing to these
challenges, encompassing learner-related, curriculum-related,
and pedagogical aspects, have not been thoroughly examined.
Understanding these factors is essential for developing
evidence-based solutions that can effectively address the
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identified challenges and improve reading instruction in grade
4 classrooms.

Furthermore, the impact of these challenges on reading
instruction and learner learning outcomes remains unclear.
Without a comprehensive understanding of the consequences
of these challenges, it is challenging to gauge the overall
effectiveness of reading instruction and identify areas that
require improvement.

Thus, the lack of comprehensive research on the challenges
faced by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading poses a
significant obstacle to fostering effective reading instruction
and promoting learners' reading proficiency and engagement.
To address this gap, this study aims to unveil the reading
riddles faced by grade 4 teachers, offering insights into the
specific challenges, their contributing factors, and potential
strategies for enhancing reading instruction in grade 4
classrooms.

METHODOLOGY

This study will employ a qualitative research design to gain an
in-depth understanding of the challenges faced by grade 4
teachers in teaching reading. Qualitative methods allow for the
exploration of complex and nuanced issues, providing rich and
detailed insights into the experiences and perspectives of the
participants.

The participants of this study will be grade 4 teachers from
diverse educational settings, including public and private
schools, and urban and rural areas. A purposive sampling
technique will be used to select participants who have
substantial experience in teaching reading to grade 4 learners.

Data will be collected through a combination of methods to
triangulate information and ensure data validity. The
following data collection methods will be employed:

Semi-Structured Interviews

In-depth interviews will be conducted with grade 4 teachers to
explore their experiences, challenges, and perceptions
regarding teaching reading. Interview questions will be
designed to elicit detailed responses about specific challenges,
strategies used, and their impact on learners.

Classroom Observations

Classroom observations will be conducted to observe and
document the actual reading instruction delivered by the
teachers. This will provide insight into instructional practices,
learner engagement, and the implementation of strategies.

Document Analysis

Relevant documents, including reading materials, curriculum
guidelines, and professional development resources, will be
analysed to understand the context and resources available to
grade 4 teachers.

DATA ANALYSIS

Thematic analysis will be used to analyse the qualitative data
collected from interviews, observations, and document
analysis. Data will be transcribed and coded to identify
common themes and patterns related to the challenges faced
by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading. The analysis will
involve iterative processes of coding, categorization, and
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interpretation to develop a comprehensive understanding of
the challenges.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

This study will adhere to ethical guidelines, ensuring informed
consent from participants, confidentiality of their responses,
and voluntary participation. Ethical approval will be obtained
from the relevant institutional review board.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This study may be limited by the availability of participants,
the generalisability of findings due to the specific context, and
potential biases in participant responses.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The findings of this study will contribute valuable insights into
the challenges faced by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading.
The results will inform educational practices, curriculum
design, and professional development initiatives to enhance
reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms. By identifying
effective strategies and recommendations, this study aims to
support grade 4 teachers in fostering learners' reading abilities
and cultivating a lifelong love for reading.

FINDINGS

The study "Unveiling the Reading Riddles: Unravelling the
Challenges Faced by Grade 4 Teachers in Teaching Reading"
sheds light on the diverse and multifaceted challenges
encountered by grade 4 teachers when instructing reading.
Through qualitative research methods, including interviews,
classroom observations, and document analysis, this study
aimed to explore the specific hurdles faced by teachers in this
critical stage of literacy development.

The findings of the study revealed several significant
challenges faced by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading.
Varying reading abilities among learners emerged as a
prominent challenge, necessitating differentiated instructional
strategies to address individual needs effectively. Limited
vocabulary and comprehension skills also posed difficulties,
highlighting the importance of explicit vocabulary instruction
and comprehension strategies to enhance learners'
understanding of texts.

Curriculum-related challenges were identified, particularly
concerning the availability of high-quality reading materials
and time constraints within the curriculum. The lack of
suitable and engaging reading resources impacted learners'
motivation and interest in reading. Additionally, the pressure
to cover a broad range of topics within limited time frames
hindered the depth and thoroughness of reading instruction.

Pedagogical factors also contributed to the challenges faced by
grade 4 teachers. Selecting appropriate instructional methods
to develop various reading skills, such as phonics, fluency,
comprehension, and critical thinking, proved to be a dilemma.
Assessing learner progress effectively and providing timely
feedback also presented challenges. Teachers expressed the
need for ongoing professional development opportunities to
stay updated on the latest research and best practices in
teaching reading.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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To address these challenges effectively, this study proposes
several recommendations:

Implementing differentiated instructional strategies tailored to
learners' reading abilities, providing explicit vocabulary
instruction, and integrating comprehension strategies can
enhance learners' reading proficiency.

Schools and educational institutions should invest in building
well-stocked libraries and digital resources to support teachers
in selecting suitable reading materials. Moreover,
incorporating ongoing professional development programmes
focused on evidence-based instructional methods can
empower teachers to deliver effective reading instruction.

Collaborative efforts between teachers, administrators, and
curriculum designers are essential to provide sustainable
solutions and improve reading instruction in grade 4
classrooms. By working together, stakeholders can create a
conducive learning environment that fosters learners' reading
abilities and cultivates a love for reading beyond the
classroom.

In conclusion, "The study contributes valuable insights into
the challenges faced by grade 4 teachers in teaching reading.
The study eemphasises the need for targeted support, ongoing
professional development, and collaborative efforts to improve
reading instruction and ensure the academic success and
literacy development of grade 4 learners.

DISCUSSION

The study " provides valuable insights into the complex
challenges experienced by grade 4 teachers in the context of
reading instruction. The discussion of the findings and their
implications offers an opportunity to delve deeper into the
identified challenges and propose actionable solutions to
improve reading instruction in grade 4 classrooms.

The study highlights the significant challenge posed by
varying reading abilities among grade 4 learners. This finding
underscores the importance of differentiated instruction
tailored to meet individual needs. To address this challenge,
teachers should adopt flexible teaching strategies that provide
targeted support to struggling readers while offering
enrichment opportunities to more advanced readers.
Collaborative learning activities and small group instruction
can be employed to create inclusive learning environments
that cater to diverse reading abilities.

The study reveals the impact of limited vocabulary and
comprehension skills on learners' reading comprehension. To
enhance learners' understanding of texts, teachers should focus
on explicit vocabulary instruction, using context clues and
word analysis techniques. Implementing comprehension
strategies such as predicting, summarizing, and questioning
can further deepen learners’ comprehension abilities.
Additionally, encouraging learners to engage in independent
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reading and discussions about the text can foster critical
thinking and enhance comprehension.

The findings eemphasise the need for schools to invest in
building well-stocked libraries and providing access to diverse
and engaging reading materials. Access to high-quality
reading materials aligned with learners' interests and reading
levels can significantly enhance their motivation to read.
Teachers should collaborate with librarians and curriculum
designers to curate a wide range of books, digital resources,
and authentic literature that cater to the interests and
backgrounds of their learners.

The study underscores the challenge of covering a
comprehensive curriculum within limited time frames,
potentially hindering the depth and effectiveness of reading
instruction. To address this issue, schools and districts should
consider revising the curriculum to allocate adequate time for
reading instruction. Teachers can prioritize key reading skills
and topics while incorporating cross-curricular connections to
optimize instructional time.

The significance of ongoing professional development to
equip grade 4 teachers with effective instructional strategies
and assessment methods is emphasised in this study. Schools
and educational institutions should invest in targeted
professional development opportunities that focus on
evidence-based practices in reading instruction. Providing
teachers with opportunities to collaborate, share best practices,
and learn from experts can empower them to address
pedagogical challenges effectively.

The discussion highlights the need for collaborative efforts
between teachers, administrators, and curriculum designers.
Schools should encourage regular communication and
collaboration between grade 4 teachers to share insights,
resources, and successful instructional  approaches.
Administrators should provide support and resources for
teachers to implement innovative reading instruction.
Curriculum designers should involve teachers in the
development of reading materials and curricular decisions,
ensuring relevance and alignment with learners' needs.

CONCLUSION

The discussion of the findings in "Unveiling the Reading
Riddles: Unravelling the Challenges Faced by Grade 4
Teachers in Teaching Reading" provides a comprehensive
understanding of the challenges faced by grade 4 teachers in
reading instruction. The study's insights offer practical
implications for improving reading instruction in grade 4
classrooms, emphasizing the importance of differentiated
instruction,  explicit  vocabulary and comprehension
instruction, access to high-quality reading materials, and
ongoing professional development. Collaborative efforts
among stakeholders are crucial to creating a supportive and
engaging learning environment that fosters learners' reading
abilities and nurtures a lifelong love for reading.
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